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Almost everyone has heard of The Beatles. Even people who don't like pop music will
certalnly know many of their melodies. The Beatles have sold more records in the
U.S.A. than any other band. However, they had to wait until their first American tour
in 1964 for "Beatlemania” to hit America.

©On their arrival at John F. Kennedy Airport on the 7th of February 1964, The Beatles
were welcomed by about 3,000 fans. American journalist Walter Cronkite referred to
this event as “the British Invasion.” Later, their live performance on The Ed Sullivan
Show, watched by half the American people, turned them Into highly fashionable pop
stars.

Many other British bands followed The Beatles to America and became part of the
“invasion.” Bands such as The Rolling Stones, The Who and The Kinks, were often
seen as much wilder and a moral threat to young Americans, with their far longer hair
and stranger clothes and speech.

It is interesting to note that the British bands had strong American influences. They
were all influenced by the American rock and roll music of the 19505 and also older
blues singers, who were very popular in Britain in the early sixties, but much less so
in America. In this way, the British Invasion brouaht America back to the elements of
its own culture mixed up with a lot of new “swinging” English style,

£, STEP ZiE4 = &

1. Which of the following statements about The Beatlas is NOT true?

A Few people have heard of them.

B They have the highest sales in records in the U.S.A.

€ They were welcomed by about 3,000 fans when they arrived at Jahn F. Kennedy
Airport.

© They were followed by many other British bands to America.

Q Hint.
ANSWER
2. Who referred to the first visit to America by The Beatles as "the British
nvasion”?
A Beatlemania

& walter Cronkite
€ John F. Kennady
o Young Americans

Q Hint

3. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

4 The live performance by The Beatles was not popular at first.

& Many British bands went to America but could not become popular.

€ "The British Invasion” spread all over the warld in the 1950s,

The British bands were strengly influenced by American music such as rock and
roll and blues.

© Hint
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