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Katsushika Hokusai is one of the most well-known Japanese artists
in the world. This brilliant artist created his works about 200 years ago,
and has made a significant impact on art in Japan as well as the whole
world. Even in the present day, any exhibition displaying work by
Katsushika Hokusai will be visited by a large number of people for
many days. This just goes to show how popular he is. Katsushika
Hokusai was a highly influential figure in art around the world, but
what was he like as a person?

Katsushika Hokusai lived and created works some 200 years ago,
II' he has many devoted fans around the world in the present
day. In 2017, the British Museum in London, UK. held a special
exhibition about Katsushika Hokusai called “Hokusai: beyond the Great
Wave.” This exhibition gathered artworks by Katsushika Hokusai usually
housed in Japan, Europe and other places around the world, and
—_—
displayed them all in one place. It was so popular that there was a long
queﬂeuof people lining up before the museum was even open, hoping to
buy an entrance ticket for that day.

In 1998, a famous magazine from America called “LIFE” held a
special issue titled “The 100 Most Important Events and People of the
Past 1,000 Years,” and Katsushika Hokusai was the only Japanese
person selected for the list.

When talking about Katsushika Hokusai, it is essential to
understand a traditional form of art in Japan known as “Ukiyo-e.”
Ukiyo-e refers to pictures printed in many colors using woodbloc:i;éz.] This
style of art was highly popular in Japan around the 18th century, and
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pictures depicted the customs and manners of that time. Around this
period, the word “Ukiyo” (literally, “floating world”) was used to refer to
the variety of enjoyable events in society and daily life, and the term
Ukiyo-e (literally, “pictures of the floating world”) is derived from this
word. Ukiyo-e works were also used for advertisements and posters. As
such, they were a familiar aspect of culture for common people in Japan
at the time. Katsushika Hokusai worked mainly in producing Ukiyo-e
artwork.

The story of how Ukiyo-e first came to the West is an unusual one.
When exporting pottery to the West in the 19th century, people used
Ukiyo-e pictures as wrapping paper to ensure that the products would
not break on the way. Ukiyo-e pictures were distributed as
advertisements within Japan at the time, and so they were not valued
very highly as works of art in Japan. II', people in the West
were awestr\i’cik”by the novel visual techniques that they witnessed in
the Ukiyo-e used as wrapping paper.

[i£4]
Ukiyo-e was highly acclaimed in the West as a completely new style

of art.( Reasons for this strong reaction include its dynamic visual
composi:ijon that defied ideas on perspective that were commonplace in
Western art, as well as its unique colors that could not be achieved in
oil paintings.

The Paris Exposition of 1867 included many kinds of handicrafts
from Japan for its exhibits, such as silk goods, pottery, and Katana
swords. The exposition also featured Ukiyo-e pictures. People were
captivated by their beauty, and II' called “Japonism” came into
force.

There are a large number of Ukiyo-e pictures, though Katsushika
Hokusai’s works were some of the most influential among them.

Katsushika Hokusai had excellent observational skills, and his pictures
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depicting landscapes or people are all filled with vitality and life. Many

artists in Europe gained inspiration from his abilities.

The Ukiyo-e art created by Katsushika Hokusai and others is said to
have significantly influenced Impressioni’s;;;s5 ! such as Monet, Manet,
Renoir, and Van Gogh. These Impressionist painters created many works
of art based on Ukiyo-e, incorporating its visual style and compositional
techniques.

In this way, Katsushika Hokusai’s Ukiyo-e artworks had a
significant impact on Western art, and they still make a fresh
impression on people across the globe.

Katsushika Hokusai’s pictures captivate many people worldwide with
their distinctive compositions and beautiful use of color. But what kind
of life did he lead?

Katsushika Hokusai lived up to the age of 90, despite the average
estimated lifespan for Japanese people at the time being 50. “Fugaku
Sanjurokkei” is the name of his most well-known series of works. This
series was published late in his life, when he was 72.

“Fugaku Sanjurokkei” means “36 landscape pictures depicting Mount
Fuji as seen from different places in Japan.” Mount Fuji is Japan’s
tallest and most beautiful mountain. It is loved by many people in
Japan, and has been an object of worship since ancient times. It has
also been registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2013. This
series was initially published with 36 different pictures, as the title
would suggest, though an extra 10 works were added later following the
series’ popularity, adding up to 46 in total. Each artwork in the series is
highly individual and offers unending appeal, with vivid depictions of
Mount Fuji as it changes with the seasons and presents a different

appearance depending on the geographic setting of the picture.
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[E1] queue 7741

[#£2] woodblock AhRK

[E3] awestruck MBEL7z, JEf Sz
[#4] acclaim ~%HHT 2%

[{£5] Impressionist FIRIROMZE

CANZ DR L LR L D%, KOO~@H 5 1 OFY, ~—

@ such
(3 therefore @ yet

(2) RS (2) housed MEIRICH b ITV b D&, KOO~@25 1 DY, ~—
sUkse, mEEE[2].
@ borrowed @ constructed
® kept @ locked

@[3 |ernsocmbattzbor, koO~@rs 1 2R, -

7 L&, BEETZ

(@ Accordingly
() However @ Ideally

2 As a result

(4) T #L#B (4) Reasons for this strong reaction D il & L TAHEH L &L
0%, KOO~@15 1 2RF, =2 Lasv, REEEE[4].
0]

The coloring processes used in Ukiyo-e produce different effects

from oil paints.

®

Ukiyo-e breaks the rules of perspective found in Western art.

@

Ukiyo-e has a unique and striking design.

@ Ukiyo-e is an excellently remodeled style of Western art.
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(5) FHEB(5) featured D FERIZHE TV b D%, KOO~@% 5 1 D, (9) Ao Hokusai I2$ 27tk e LTEYTAEVSEDE, KOO~@H 5
v—sLase, WEEEIL[5]. Lol <=7 Lasv, wEE5E[9].
@ excluded @ highlighted () European painters learned a new style and new techniques from
B sold @ taught his works.
@ He drew objects in a wonderfully vivid way.
(6) II' AN D DI DML b DE, KOO~@h 5 1 28, ~— (3 He had a keen ability to observe nature and people.
7 LS, WEETIE E o @ He performed physical exercises daily so he could live for a long
@ a book 2 a movement time.
(B a system @ an epoch
10) ARILH D Fugaku Sanjurokkei |23 Atk & LCic by d D%, K
CARBOI LR 0%, KOQ~H5 1 28T, <— PO~@h6 1 DY, =7 La v, BEFTE [10].
7 L%, fERTIE o (1) All of the pictures of Mount Fuji look too similar.
@ dull 2 mental (2 Hokusai painted 36 pictures of Mount Fuji in total.
(3 normal @ stunning It was registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2013.

€]
@ Ten more pictures were added to this series afterward because it
(8) AR D Ukiyo-e 12T 270 L LTHROEL R bDE, KOO~OH 5 was widely liked.
LoD, v—s Lunsv, WEEE[8].
() European traders imported pots and dishes wrapped in Ukiyo-e
pictures after the Expostion in Paris.
@ Ukiyo-e artists made ordinary lives and people the subject
matter of their paintings.
() Ukiyo-e pictures were commonly created with oil colors.

@ Ukiyo-e pictures were rare in Japan.
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(3) I don’t know when the regional manager - tomorrow. 6%H o ]
@) come @ has come -
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©® think @ to with) happiness? LE»

(4) Linda doesn’t dance much now, but I know she - . A5 F 51 3% 6% H o
(@) gets used to @ is used to M“
(3 used to @ was used to 4) FAEZOTWNLERD &, I /INERTOREE L H 2 & Bunilid, %
AT 1k . ° I () album 2 being 3 never @ of ©® reminded %’{
©® see @ this without) my happy days at elementary -
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(5) BIFELYEFEBALZS, HAMETHIIZE ) 2,
Please (() chosen @ drinks (B have ® help ® to
® when @ you yourself) your pizza.

waEEE 3w [24] . 6%
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Many of the meetings between Westerners and Japanese that I have
participated in during a period of some 50 years have had one thing in
common: The attempts of the two sides to communicate with each other
were marked by varying degrees of ambiguity, which in turn led to
different interpretations of the meetings. In some cases, the ambiguity
was caused by purely linguistic problems. Whoever was doing the
interpreting simply did not do a good job. In most cases, however, the
misconceptions resulted from different cultural values and customs.

The feelings of uneasiness that generally enveloped both the
Japanese and foreign participants in the meetings I witnessed were often
so subtle as to be invisible, and they frequently were of a nature that
no amount of goodwill or cross-cultural insight could totally overcome.
II', they were as conspicuous as the raising of a red flag, and
were easily resolved.

One failing that both sides invariably exhibited was saying “yes” or
nodding “yes” during presentations and exchanges when they really did
not understand what was being said. Westerners generally gave the
“yes” signal because they did not want to appear ignorant or

uninformed, and because they hoped they would pick up on what was

said as the dialogue continued. The Japanese nodded and did not ask

questions because they had been culturally conditioned to say as little as

possible, to not ask questions in a public forum, and to depend on

informal discussions outside of meetings — and because nodding “yes” or
(V) —

saying hai (hi), while listening to a conversation was only an affirmation

that they were listening and were signaling the speaker to continue.
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The difficulty that Japan has communicating with the rest of the
world is one of the biggest problems the country faces, and the phrase
komyunikeshon gyappu “communication gap,” is constantly in the
news media and on the lips of business people, politicians and public
commentators.

As in the meetings referred to above, the communication problem
begins with language. Probably no more than six or seven per cent of
all Japanese in responsible positions speak English or any other foreign

(&) —
language well enough to express themselves fluently.

The number of highly-placed foreigners who speak Japanese is so
small it is hardly worth mentioning; and practically all foreigners who
are involved with Japan leave it up to the Japanese to speak the
language of the visitors or to provide interpreters.

The second part of the communication gap that bede\;ﬁquapan is
strictly cultural, and much of it is unbridgeable —a gap that simply
cannot be closed. This virtually permanent gap is made up of beliefs and
behavior that are unique to both sides, and are either not
understandable or are not acceptable by the opposing sides. Also, both
sides tend to naturally believe that all they have to do to get the other
side to accept their position is to explain it, and all will be well.

This situation is especially frustrating to the Japanese, because they
know it is up to them to explain themselves, yet they are handicapped
by their poor ability to converse in foreign languages, by their
inexperience in presenting frank, unambiguous arguments on their own
behalf, and by their reluctance to be openly frank and aggressive in
such matters. They also believe that there are many thir(lgs about their
culture that are self-explanatory, that are superior, and that should not
be changed to accommodate anyone.

Another aspect of this communication gap is that until very recently

— 12 — 2023 AJR
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the Japanese limited their “cultural exports” and cultural explanations to
kabuki, Noh, sumo, some arts and crafts—such as origami— Japanese
food, and karaoke singing in bars. a Needless to say, these aspects of the
culture do not contribute signiﬁca(r:tly to an understanding of Japan. In
fact, by themselves, they obfuscgééwthe culture, making the Japanese
seem alien instead of just different.

There is presently a growing effort to export the Japanese language
and Japanese literature, two of the traditional carriers of culture. (Other
carriers like music and religion may come sometime in the future.) A
significant part of the communication gap, however, is also generational,

so the gap is not going to go away anytime soon.

[iE1] bedevil ~%f%3
[7£2] obfuscate ~ZbH»NI2{ T3

ICARDDIHLEL % b D%, ROO~OH5 1 2@, v—
7 L s, EFTIE
() At other times

@ By and large
® In return @ Without a doubt

(2) A (2) informal OFVEZ L L TELETEVSEDE, KOO~@25 1
SRV, vz Lasv. WEETE 2]
@ casual @ fun
@3 relaxed @ unofficial
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(3) T (3) positions & fix b T\ IR T 4L T\ 5 position & & & L &,
KOO~ 5 1080, v—7 L su, BERS

() He sat in an uncomfortable position.

2 She accepted a position in the company.
() The company was in a good bargaining position.

The dancer took up his position on the stage.

(4) TH#ED (4) aggressive |2 LTV EKRD b D%, ROD~@% 5 1 DR,
v LnEv. ARG [4].
(@ curious 2 fabulous @3 hostile @ smart

(5) T#tiF (5) Needless to say DERICH LIV b D%, KOO~@2 515
Y, -7 Lase, mETERE [5].
1) Afterwards 2 As one would expect
(3 Needlessly @ Without any need

(6) ALDOWFIZE) L)1, RO 1 & 2052 5N IIHE b @Y 2 b
DE, ZRZENO~@h 5 1 OFOEY, v—r Lirdw,

wasse 6] 7]

1. According to the author, the second part of the communication gap

is based on II' .

cultural exports such as kabuki and sumo

differences in attitudes and ways of thinking

frustrating situations and arguments

[ONONONSO)

ideas of the news media and politicians

= 028 AKX KO

2. Japanese “cultural exports” like origami and Noh fail to improve
foreigners’ understanding of Japan - .

because they are not limited enough

because they are too generational

because they make Japan seem strange

® © © o

because they seem alien to the Japanese

=)

AL T 20Em e LTEETEVEDE, KOO~O75 1 2RY, v—
s LS, REESI .

(1) Both Westerners and Japanese signaled “yes” in meetings even
if they didn’t comprehend each other well.

(2 Japanese people believe their culture has many admirable
features.

(3 Japanese people think that many aspects of their culture can be
easily understood by foreigners.

@ Problems related to communicating with foreigners is only a

minor issue for Japan.

8 AXOWEED I, KDL L2052 BNAMHHECRbBLE b
Ok, ZRERO~@p5 1 OF OB, v—r LaEw,
waEsiz o] &

1. According to the article, the Japanese did not ask questions in
meetings with Westerners because II' .
they could give a “yes” signal more strongly using fewer words
they often left it up to the interpreters they provided

they were bored of asking too many questions in a public forum

[SEORONO)

they were socially accustomed to not talking very much
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2. The best title for this article is
How to Communicate with Foreigners
Communication Gap

Japan’s 50-year History of Meetings

[ONORONO]

Meetings that Went Wrong
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WKAND DI b#EY k%, &
Y=7 L%xEv,
msEs (1] ~

[] mmu%wm®[:::]~

nERO~@odps 1 o305 %

All you have to do is - the car.

@ to be washed
® to washing @ wash

(1) for washing

e [11] .

(2) There a loud knock at the back door.
1) came @ listened (3 placed @ put
R 1 o
(3) Tve heard that she’s a tough salesperson.
0 it said @ it saying
@3 it to be said @ it to say
e [13] .
(4) Aya and Ichiro - in May but had to postpone the wedding

until July.
() are married @] got married with

@ were to be married

wastiz [14] .

(® were marrying

B

If you read the lines, this letter is a request for money.
@ between @ in ® on @ under
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RO (1)~ 6) DAFBONE LT LI () NOBELE~ERLHE,
( ) ORTIFAL 6FHIC AL LTROBUARDDE, ThZnD~
@A s 1 DFOEY, v —2 LA S,

fRET 51

1) ZThoo) T ARTH LSO EMPVZZTEEAD.
Could (1) apples @ carry @ give @ me (6 something

©® these @ to you) in?
wEEEE 3% 18], &N

(2) AR > THDT, BEDD ) DS DA% LNTT,
It is not until we fall () health (@ il (3 importance

@ learn ® of ( that @) the we).
g3 e 18], &N

(B) RTHEDLI LI T TMICEBEAETNTNL0H, PAFE DR TY
3%
Little () Bob (@ does @ in @ is 6 know ( Tom
() trouble what).
BT 3 EH (2] 67N

(4) SLlPMEELE) &, RFEZELZ IRV,
Nothing () change @ me ® my @ persuade ©® say
® to @ will you) mind.
meaTsira®e [22]. 6%H [23]
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(5) HHMFIZHIHZBORELET,
Tl () charge @ in (® person @ put ©® the

® through (@) to you).
maTEE3®e (4] 6%

(GEFEQME BDY)
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The ability to write your native language is a basic requirement of
modern societies. Governments, charities and religious organizations
around the world all invest large amounts of money in teaching people
how to read and write. However, the ability to read and write a
language —referred to as ‘literacy’ —may mean different things in
different cultures. It is not always true that the ability to read
something is matched by the ability to write it.

The“\deﬁnition of literacy may also have changed over time. In the
past, one‘of the key parts of being literate was the ability to physically
write the language down using a pen or pencil or brush. Well into the
twentieth century, most writing that people did was by hand. II'
the typewriter was invented in the nineteenth century, its use was
mostly confined to professional, business, and academic contexts. Offices
would often have large numbers of professional typists to type business
letters and other correspondence. Professors and authors would send
handwritten manuscripts of their work to commercial typing services to
be typed before publication, and journalists would sometimes dictate
their stories over the phone and the report would then be typed up in
the newspaper office. For most people not involved in journalism,
academia and large-scale business, handwritten documents were normal.
Most official forms for things like passport applications, tax statements

and medical records were simply pre-printed documents that were filled

computers combined with the expansion of the internet meant that there
was a move away from handwriting. People more and more became

LV —
accustomed to writing using a keyboard. Job applications and resumes
written by job seekers are now normally written using a personal
computer and submitted online in most western countries. Similarly,
undergraduate and graduate students at universities do most of their
reports and homework using a computer. Business correspondence is
usually carried out by email or documents prepared on a word processor,
and handwritten business letters are now quite II' .

In addition to the spread of laptop and desktop computers, in the
early twenty-first century another new technology, the smartphone,
started to be used by more and more people in society, and this also
II' users to communicate in text without actually writing anything
down. The result is that for many adults now the only time they may
use a pen and paper to write something down is for things like hasty
shopping lists, short sticky notes to be used as reminders and other
kinds of short messages which are intended mostly for the person who
wrote them, and not for any other reader. Because they are designed
mainly to be read by the writer, there may be less attention paid to
spelling, grammar and even readability.

Of course, children are still taught to write by hand. Teachers in
elementary and middle schools still conduct lessons where the students
have to physically practice writing with a pen or pencil on paper. Most
students in pre-university education still do large amounts of writing by
hand, but research suggests that lack of handwriting practice in the

later stages of education may lead to a gradual decline in writing skill.

FaREDES
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Auto-correct functions on computers and smartphones may lead writers

Towards the end of the twentieth century the situation began to of alphabet-based languages to forget some spellings —or never learn

change in many societies. The increasing availability of personal them correctly in the first place. Likewise, reliance on writing software g

— 1 — 2023 B #FHD — 2 — 2023 B 3EHED

may lead speakers of Chinese and Japanese to gradually forget how to States have now made the move to require students to learn
physically write the more complex characters of Chinese and Kanji by handwriting up until grade 12 and the importance of good handwriting ??]Q
hand. There may be the case where students can read the characters is now being recognized more widely. g)“:
without effort and know the meaning but have some hesitation and lack Lkl.
of automatic written skills when trying to write the characters by hand. (1) FHE (1) definition DRI VL D%, KOO~@5 5 1 2F U, e
People who are struggling to remember how to write a certain character Y= Lk dv, REF T .
may use their finger as an imaginary pen and ‘air write’ the character (1) basic effect @ exact meaning ﬂ-f_‘),(-l-‘
as a way to remember the stroke order. (3) great importance @ proper use {{)'(

Even though English-speaking users of the Roman alphabet only :’j'j
have 26 characters to memorize (or 52 if you count upper and lower ICAND DI bEL 2 b D%, KOO~@H 5 1 2, ~v—
case separately), they can still have difficulties when writing by hand. 7 L&, ERSIE E o i
Traditionally, students in English speaking countries were taught how to (@ Although 2 Because i
write in a cursive style. This style of writing is where all of the letters (3 Before @ Unless Z

in a word are joined together in an elegant, flowing manner. Good

WANZ DI D EL L L 0%E, ROO~@H5 1 DEY, v— .

cursive handwriting was seen as a mark of education and
T

sophistication, and block writing (where each letter in a word was 7 L&, BEFRSIE ¥

written separately) was seen as childish and ugly. The increase in () by commercial typing services (@ by hand 73

keyboard use has led to a decline in cursive handwriting. (3 by professors and authors @ by typewriters LE»
In modern schools in America, 42 states require handwriting lessons

from kindergarten to the first grade and then keyboard skills after that. (4) F##6 (1) became accustomed to DFERIZHE b ITV b D%, kOD~@% ﬁy&:

The Common Core Curriculum Standards —a guide for education policy

bR, v—z Lasv, BEEEE[4].

that was adopted by many states in 2010 — makes no mention of cursive () became assisted to @ were due to
writing. However, some research suggests that learning to write in (3 were inferior to @ got used to
cursive has benefits for attention, concentration, and hand-eye

coordination. Cursive writing can also lead to increased writing speed AN D DI A2 b D%, KOO~@H 5 1 2, ~— ag

and deeper memory of spelling and punctuation rules it is claimed. As a 7 L v, MEEHSIE
result of concerns about declining standards of literacy and the reliance () available @ essential
on keyboards and other technologies for writing, there have been calls (3 missing @ rare

for students to be taught handwriting. Several states in the United
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© [6 |rrnsombiatztor, koQ~@rs 1 oK, <—
sk, WEESE [6].
0 allowed 2 denied
(3 resisted @ trusted

(7) FH#E(7) mark DERICHE DTV L D%, ROO~@»5 1 >EY, ~v—
LS, WEFTIE

2. According to the fifth paragraph, II' .
(@ although people sometimes use ‘air writing' to remember the
stroke order of a character, it seems ineffective in most cases
@ it is troublesome for Japanese and Chinese speakers to write
the characters of their languages by hand because they are too
complex

() researchers claim that it will be difficult to maintain writing

() finding @ guide skill without sufficient handwriting practice in the later stages
(3 policy @ symbol of education
@ teachers in elementary and middle schools are reluctant to teach
(8) ALDOHEIZE) £)1Z, kD1 L2052 5N bz b writing with a pen or pencil on paper
D%, FNENO~@25 1 2BY, ~—7 LA S,
weaia 8] [9]- @) TEHEHOWEIRS LT, BETEOB0E, koD~ 5 1 20,
v—sLasv. wEEE [10] .
1. According to the third and fourth paragraphs, . () In kindergartens and elementary schools in 42 states in
(1) because of the spread of personal computers, people began to America, handwriting is taught first followed by keyboard skills.
combine the internet with handwriting to write things toward 2 1In several states in the United States, people have started to
the end of the twentieth century realize the significance of learning handwriting.
@ now it is normal for people in many western societies to use () Some studies indicate that one of the advantages of learning
personal computers when they write a resume to apply for a cursive writing is that it can improve our ability to focus.
new job @ The Common Core Curriculum Standards that was introduced in
(3 recently spelling, grammar and readability are not so important many states in America mentions teaching cursive writing in
as they used to be because they are designed for other readers schools.
@ thanks to the appearance of the smartphone, many adults
started to use sticky notes as a reminder instead of handwriting
P
}Zi — 5 — 2023 BHA  3EHED — 6 — 2023 BHR HEHEOD
338
P
At
[I] xow~eo [ ]~ Lz KO W)~ 6 OHAROWEEET £ 12 () MOBELSELLHE,
ﬁi'(: nENO~@Qohs 1 oo ( ) OHTIHEHE 6FHICC 2l LTROEYRb D%, T2~
- AR . @0t 1 DFORY, v—s Li s\,
i B
s (1) It was so cold that anybody went swimming.
- () hardly @ less ® most @ nearly (1) 2oV Y— MHII20EFOZFN & I1dES o
?L% AT 1 E o This resort () ago @ is ® it @ not ©® twenty
ﬁf ® was () what years).
,I’:"j (2) Tt is essential that every child-the same educational AL 3 , 6% H °
opportunities.
& () are having (@ had ® have @ is having (2) COVAMT VT, BHEAIZ I 52THILILB->TWVD,
i RS . o All men are () a @ at (3 restaurant @ supposed
% ® this ® tie @ to wear) .
| (3) “Did your brother really lose the new pen you gave him?” IR ESI3%H . 6%H . o
— “Yes, he did. I wish - to take better care of his things.”
;ﬂ% () hed learn @ hell have learned (3) Ya—TEREFMLLSWIL, BEEOZERAPDRoTWRVATL
W ® he’s learned @ he’s learning George is (() Constitution 2 familiar B 1 @ more
1?’: A5 ° ® no ® than @ the with) am.
waEsirsEn [20], 6 %0 [21].
ﬁ!‘ (4) You should than to take an examination without preparing
’& for it. () REROHNE, KEFERERHoTOBAL) ML > THRELOTT,
%'( () get better 2 know better The success of the exhibition (() are @ depends () interested
5l (3 learn better @ study better @ on ® or ® public @ the whether) not.
— T [14] . mrmsaswn (2] 6w [23].
ik
338
X (5) Don’t worry. They will be back thirty minutes.
I;;}I 0 at @ by ® in @ over
e [15] .
i
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(6) ROHAFEDORADV LN ZIZONT, HERDAA L IANOEF b HEA L,
As my Japanese language ability improved, (@ and @ did
()  Japanese @ my ® of ©®  people @  so

understanding) culture.
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KOLERHAT, D (1)~ (1) DMLk S0,
s (1] ~

%
[1]

One of the delights of traveling is the opportunity to try new foods
and explore different cuisiﬁéé.] Indeed, in the modern world, it is not
even necessary to travel to exotic locations to eat international foods.
Indian curries, Japanese sushi, Korean kimchee and Mexican tacos are
now part of international cuisine and can be easily found in most towns
and cities in the developed world. But, while it is exciting and
interesting to experiment and discover new dishes, it is not the case
that all foods are suitable for every culture. This is because of the
existence of food taboos. In every society and culture there are rules
about what can and cannot be eaten. Something which is regarded as a
normal and natural daily food in one culture may be regarded as
dangerous, unclean, or disgusting in another culture. Food taboos may
be official or they may be more subconscious among members of a
society, but they are a human universal.

Perhaps the most widely known food taboos are based on religious
sensibilities. For people who follow the Jewish faith or Muslim faith, the
pig is regarded as an unclean animal and Muslims and Jews are strictly
forbidden from eating any pork. In fact, it is even considered unclean to

touch any pork product. In India, millions of people who follow the

Hindu religion are prohibited from eating any beef. the
situation with Judaig}nz' and Islam, the prohibition on beef is not
connected to disgust and feelings of uncleanliness. In the case of
Hinduism, the cow is regarded as a sacred animal, and it is sinful to

kill these creatures.

For Jews, Muslims and Hindus the taboo against eating these

— 11 — 2023 BAHRX HFER

animals is universal. It applies to all people at all times and in all
places. There are other food taboos which are more flexible. In Catholic
Christianity there is a taboo against eating meat on Fridays and
Catholics traditionally ate fish on Fridays. Meat was also traditionally
avoided by Christians during the period known as Lent. This is a forty-
day period before the festival of Easter. In addition to meat, Christians
also avoided eggs and 2dairy products. Once the forty days of Lent were
over, Christians coulél)resume their normal eating habits. A similar
temporary restriction is found in Islam, where during the holy month of
Ramadan, Muslims must not eat or drink anything during daylight
hours. The rule is generally observed but special exemptions can be
made for pregnant women, the very young and the sick and disabled.
For Jewish people there is a special fgisg]on the day of the Yom Kippur
festival. No food or drink can be consumed for a twenty-five-hour period.
The normal food habits can be resumed after Ramadan and Yom Kippur
are finished, so these are essentially temporary rather than permanent
restrictions on foods.

Other food taboos apply differently to different members of a culture.
In some tribal societies such as the Orang Asli culture found in the
forests of Malaysia, there are a number of rules about what different
people can eat. All animals are thought to possess spirits and large
animals are thought to have strong spirits. Small children are not
thought strong enough to handle these spirits and are restricted to
eating the meat of smaller animals such as fish, frogs, small birds, and
snails. As they grow older the spirits of the children grow stronger and
the kind of foods that they are allowed to eat starts to include larger
animals such as deer, antelégé,] and monkeys. In the same -culture
pregnant women are restricted from eating any of the larger animals

that are thought to have strong spirits. Interestingly, the pregnant
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woman’s husband also has to follow the food taboo rules during his
wife’s pregnancy. After the child is born the mother still has to observe
food taboos for a few weeks but the husband no longer needs to follow
them.

Not all food taboos are so obvious or official. In many European

or disgusting to you may be considered a special delicacy in other
cultures. Likewise, something that you consider a normal, healthy and
delicious food may be a problem for people from another culture.
Encouraging people to try new foods may be a friendly gesture but

insisting that people eat things when they are clearly unwilling to do so

countries such as France and Italy horse meat is a normal kind of may be We all have deeply held ideas about what is
foodstuff. But in Britain and many of the English-speaking former

- such as America and Australia there is an unofficial taboo on

appropriate and inappropriate to eat.

eating horse meat. It is thought that the taboo may date from the time [FE1] cuisine FhH, FhE:
of the spread of Christianity in Europe to the northern Germanic [i#2] Judaism L% YV#
peoples. The church forbade eating horse meat as a way to separate the [E3] fast Witz
newly converted Christians from their old religious culture that used [{£4] antelope LA 3% (7 FOIEHLE—HO
horse meat for its religious rituals. Horse meat is generally avoided in [F£5] mackerel /%
Britain and selling horse meat is actually illegal in several states in [{£6] mussel ATHFHA, A—=LVHELWVS
America. [i#7] scallop % 7H4, ZDHE
Another informal food taboo was revealed after the decision by [##8] Brexit 7L 7Yy b (£F)ANEU »SEER L2 Lo

Britain to leave the European Union in 2016. As an island nation

CAND DI L #EL R D%, ROO~@H5 1 DY, ~—
yLkse, EER[1].

[i:6] (7]
shellfish such as oysters, mussels and scallops. But even though Britain (@ In addition to 2 In contrast to

Britain has a very large fisheries industry. In addition to fish species

[i5]
such as sardine, mackerel and salmon, Britain also produces a lot of

is a large-scale producer of these shellfish, the vast majority of them (B Likewise @ Though
(i8]
were exported to Europe. After Brexit it became harder to export these
products and British people were unwilling to buy them. Although (2) FH#LEE(2) dairy products OFl L LT b#L % b 0%, KOO~@2 5 1

O, v Ladv, HEFTIE

regarded as a delicacy by a small number of people, for most British
Y

consumers shellfish are not a popular or desirable foodstuff and the () ham and sausages @ jam and honey

British shellfish industry has suffered. (3 milk and cheese @ salt and sugar

Thus, as globalization increases and people can regularly eat foods

|

that their grandparents would never have thought of, the existence of

=

c
H

food taboos becomes more prominent. Foods which may be unthinkable

=
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(3) IANADIR B2 DE, KOO~@H5 1 2R, ~— 2. According to the fourth paragraph,

ﬁﬁ 7 L&, EFTIE E o () pregnant Orang Asli women need to live separately from their
:g::‘- ()  colonies @ countries families
L'l @3 friends @ relatives 2 the Orang Asli are a native tribe who live in the forests in
s Malaysia

- (4) FHEEE (4) delicacy D FEHRIZIE TV b O %, KOD~@H 5 1 2, () the Orang Asli have few regulations concerning food and eating
?L% Y= LS, REETIE E o @ the Orang Asli people are not used to eating wild forest animals
ﬁf () something good to eat that is expensive or rare
,I’:"j @ the ability to understand other people’s feelings 3. According to the fifth paragraph, .

@ the fact that a situation is very difficult () eating horse meat is considered immoral in all European

& @ the quality of being easy to harm or damage countries
biid 2 horse meat dishes are served at some restaurants in Italy
% (5) AN DI LY A b D%, KOO~@7s 1 DEY, v — () people in Britain cannot eat horse meat because it is against
| 7 L&, EFTIE E o the law in that country
. () faithful @ incredible @ the church prohibited its members from eating horse meat
ﬁ’% (3 insensitive @ respectful because it was used for the ceremonies in the Christian church

SE

N

(6) fHmE SNIZBHEDONE

ZEI LD, RO 1~ 3052 S NTETIHEC i

LT_f
LEYURbDE, TNENO)~@h 5 1 DR, v—27 LAa S,
it wemiu 6]~ [8]-

4
H

z‘é( 1. According to the third paragraph, Catholics could eatIIl
5l during the period of Lent.

— () French fries @ fried chicken

E (3 hamburgers @ omelets
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(1) ALOWEIED £I12, RO 1 & 205 2 SR8 b L% b
DE, TRERO~OB5 1 OEY, v—7 LAEV,

sz (9] & [1].
1. According to the article, IZ' .

() although shellfish is popular in many European countries, people
in Britain are generally not eager to eat it

@ children in the Orang Asli tribe have to follow food limitations
when their mothers are expecting

(3 Muslims are prohibited from eating beef because it is considered
dirty

@ Yom Kippur is a Jewish holiday during which people should

avoid eating meat for forty days

2. The best title for the article is .

Different Meats in Various Dishes
Food Taboos

History of Food Limitations

® oo

Religions and Foods
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(] ®ow~soar ]~ CARBOIR B LT E, 2

NENO~QDHR S 1 DFORY, v—2 LA S,

R I
(1) You have only a short vacation, so you should make the II'

of it.
() advantage @ good (3 most @ much

=

The landlord us to leave because we hadn’t paid our rent.

@ said @ spoke B talked

(3) Water is composed-two kinds of atoms, hydrogen and

oxygen.

@ of @ out ® to @ with

(4) This castle - a panoramic view of the whole city.
() commands ® meets
(B takes ® widens

e [1] .

(5) The - Billy is that he is seldom punctual.
() demerit to @ difficulty in

(3 hardship about @ trouble with
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RO (1)~ (6) DRABOWELET L1 () NOBEL~E L2,
() OWTIEE L 6EEIC AL LTROMLE b OE, ZHENO~
@DHHS 1 OFORY, v—27 Lasw,

mestss [16] ~ [25] -

(1) ZOEOMFAHIEE X d 2 R EHBITIT LR,
The welfare system in this (@ be @ country ® far

@ from (© is ® it @ should @ what).
waEEE3Ee [16] . 6%

(2) BICEREDTDZIZEHDOST, Kk 2 LA KT & 72,
My father loves (() faults @ for ® her @ less

6 mother ©® my ® none the).
wEETE 3% 18], 6%

(3) TORMEIERIT 2 A L2 WA, LV EZDPELOMEL L E o7z,
The (() flashed @ her 3 mind @ plan ©® that

® this () thought through) was going to fail.
6 H

WEEFIE3E

(4) ZoifiEtiE, CARI-ERGRoTONARBRHSEL I EHNTE SR
role
The driver couldn’t get the (1) bus @ hard (@ he (@ how
6 matter © no () started tried).
w3 w [22] . 6 w0
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(5) ATTAESL DR, HIEVMOBEHZP C72oIZHVbRTWwE,
For thousands of years, salt () been @ food ® from
@ has (6 help ® prevent @) to used) perishing.

T3 [24], 60 [25]

(FEFEQME BbY)
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