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Third year.

BI#A Introduction to pragmatics and conversation
analysis

1280 Focus on details of interaction and
communication

Fourth year.
BIH#A Collect, transcribe and analyse data

1£HA Work on graduation thesis for December
submission
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What is pragmatics? o=
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Pragmatics is the study of language in use.

The study of pragmatics looks at the ways that
speakers use language to express meaning, carry
out speech acts, show understanding and
Iinteract with other participants in real time.
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What we say and what we &Efv
mean are often different. .
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Conversation

1. A: Are you making a cup of tea?
2. B: Yes, do you want one?
3. A: Yes please.

What is happening here?




Order? Request? Offer? &;-_y
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“Are you making a cup of tea?”

-This 1s a question, but speaker B
understands 1t as a request to
make a cup of tea.

-Speaker B responds by asking
another question. This question
1s an offer to make a cup of tea.

-Both speakers are using language
in an indirect way to express their
meaning.
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“Are you making a cup of tea?” ‘==
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Conversation analysis % _
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Look at recordings of natural conversation
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Transcribe the data in detail
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Analyze the data
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How does conversation work?

Turn-taking :

Who speaks next? When & how does the speaker change?
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Repair:

How do speakers and listeners deal with problems in
communication?
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Other:

Discourse Markers, topic management etc.
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Class format =
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The teaching 1s designed to be interactive.

BEIIA > I—TIT147TT,

In each class the students will have many opportunities
to discuss the topic with classmates and the teacher.
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Homework projects are discussed in small groups both
before and after submission.
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