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This class is designed for students returning from study abroad.

I decided to focus on two separate aspects; language and culture.

Many students feel that their language abilities start to decline after they have studied abroad. This is because,
when they return although they may be taking English classes and using English for institutional purposes, they
have little if any opportunity to use English in non-institutional ways. Part of their experience of studying abroad
was using English in daily, social interactions, and developing their pragmatic skills. I decided that students
should have time each and every lesson to use English for these social purposes. At the beginning of every class
we had ‘student talk time’. In this period (usually 30 minutes long) students were free to talk to anyone they
wanted to about any topic (or topics) in English. Students were reminded that this is a valuable exercise because
they have to have the ability to initiate conversation, choose and negotiate topics and keep the conversation going.
These skills are just as important as focusing on improving grammar and vocabulary skills and these were the
skills that they developed and used when they lived abroad. The students seemed to really enjoy this opportunity
to talk about things that were important to them, and often involved the teacher as a co-participant instead of a

language ‘expert.’

Secondly, we devoted a lot of class time to discussions of culture. Students were encouraged to think about their
experiences overseas and try to analyze them critically rather than superficially. Not only did students discuss
their experiences overseas, but they also reflected on their return to Japan and their re-acquaintance with Japanese
culture. This gave them the ability to take a critical and analytical stance towards their own culture and question
some of their own assumptions and values. The purpose was not to promote one culture over another, but to foster
a deeper understanding of the ways in which cultures differ (and converge) and develop the tools to discuss
cultural issues in a mature and dispassionate manner, avoiding stereotypes and shallow anecdotes. The students
discussed these issues in small groups facilitated by the teacher. The classroom atmosphere was lively and relaxed

and students seemed to understand the purpose of this course.
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